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Transportation and Commerce.  The canal
system is so general that railroads are of
importance chiefly for international, rather
than internal, commerce. There are about
2,400 miles of railway, 1,800 miles of tram-
ways and 2,000 miles of canals and river
navigation. In the winter time the canals are
crowded with men, women and children,
skating for purposes of business or pleasure.
The Netherlands is one of the important
trading countries of the world. The foreign
commerce is chiefly earned on with Germany,
Great Britian, Belgium, the Dutch East In-
dies and the United States. Eotterdam and
Amsterdam are the centers of the foreign
trade. The importation and re-exportation
of the products from the Dutch colonies
throughout the world is one of the chief
branches of the commercial activity. Free
trade is a national policy.
Colonies. The colonial possessions of the
Netherlands are found chiefly in the East
and West Indies. They cover an area of
about 790,000 square miles, and have an es-
timated population of 61,000,000. The
island of Java is the most important of these
dependencies. Other possessions include the
islands of Sumatra, Borneo and Celebes;
Surinam, or Dutch Guiana, on the north
coast of South America, and Curagao, an
island north of Venezuela.
Government. The kingdom is divided into
eleven provinces—North Brabant, Guelders,
South Holland, North Holland, Zeeland,
Utrecht, Friesland, Overyssel, Groningen,
Drenthe and Limburg. These are divided
into 1,070 communes. In each province
there is a representative body, the members
of which are elected by direct vote for four
years. These local bodies, called provincial
states, pass ordinances pertaining to their
respective provinces, but all such ordinances
must be approved by the sovereign.
The national legislature, the States-Gen-
eral, is composed of two chambers, the First
(Eerste Kamer) and the Second (Tweede
Ramer}. The former has fifty members,
elected by the provincial states for nine
years. The Second Chamber has one hun-
dred members, elected by the people for four
years. All legislative measures originate in
the Second Chamber.
The sovereign appoints as an advisory
and executive body a state Council (Eaad
van State) of fourteen members, which is
consulted on all important matters. There
 is also a Cabinet responsible to the States-
General, corresponding to the Cabinets of
Great Britain, France and other European
countries.
History. The Netherlands comprised origi-
nally the territory embraced by the present
kingdoms of the Netherlands and Belgium.
The Romans, who subjugated the native
tribes in the first century of the Christian
Era, ruled the country until about the be-
ginning of the fifth century, when the Franks
crossed the Rhine and conquered the southern
part. Although for a time the Frisians in
the northern part of the country preserved
their independence, £,bout the eighth century
the whole territory was incorporated in the
Frankish Empire, and the people were con-
verted to Christianity. When Charlemagne's
empire was divided after the death of his
son, Louis the Pious, the region of the Neth-
erlands was divided into three parts, the
northern part falling to Germany, the central
to Lotharingia and the southern to France.
Gradually the northern province became
distinctly German in language and customs,
and the southern part became French, while
the central province combined the character-
istics of the two others. In the latter part
of the Middle Ages the cities of the Nether-
lands, especially Bruges, Ghent and Antwerp,
rose to great importance through their com-
merce and manufactures. In the fourteenth
century the entire territory passed under the
rule of the Dukes of Burgundy, and through
the marriage of Mary of Burgundy, the
daughter of the last duke, with Maximilian of
Austria, the Low Countries became a pos-
session of the House of Hapsburg. Under
the grandson of Maximilian, Charles V, the
Netherlands were first formally united with
the Spanish crown.
This union was disastrous for both coun-
tries, because the greater part of the inhab-
itants of the Netherlands were strongly Prot-
estant, while Spain was the most radically
Catholic country of Europe. Charles Y, who
had been born in the Netherlands and loved
the Dutch people, did little toward enforcing
the Catholic religion, but his son, Philip II,
oppressed the Dutch beyond the limits of en-
durance. Finally, tinder the leadership of
William of Orange and the Counts Egmont
and Hoorne, the people rose in rebellion. The
Duke of Alva was sent with a Spanish army
to the country and was instructed to deal
wiih it as conquered territory. Persecution

